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Send more packages out the door, 
and less money out the window. 


Why spend more than you have to for deliveries? 


Priority Mail” two-pound, two-to-three-day pack- 
ages are only $3. FedEx 2Day™ is about $8 and 
UPS” about $7. And Priority Mail can take your 
letter or package to every single address and P.O. 


Box in the U.S. FedEx” and UPS do not. 


So? Lower costs? Deliveries everywhere? 
What’s Your Priority?” Switch to Priority Mail from 
the U.S. Postal Service. Call 1-800-THE-USPS 
to get started and 


learn how you can 


save. What’s Your Priority?” <-4 


PRIORITY 


B MAIL 


UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 1™ 


*Priority Mail average delivery of 2-3 days. Price comparisons based on Priority Mail up to 2 Ibs. vs. 2-1b. published rates for UPS 2nd Day Air® from $6.50 and FedEx 2Day™ from $7.60. 
Surcharge for Priority Mail on-demand pickup. ©1997 U.S. Postal Service 


1-800-THE-USPS ext. 2003 


http://www.usps.gov 


10 where's The Beef? 


Frank Solich’s first spring will not be an 
easy one as he must find four starters and 
key backups for an experience-depleted 
offensive line. 

By Mike Babcock 


14 Five Questions 


There are plenty of questions that will make for an 
interesting spring, but we picked out five that are the 
most pressing (outside of the offensive 
line). 


16 mak Attack 

With key losses in the backfield, fullback 
Joel Makovicka will be counted on to have 
another season like last year. 
By Mike Babcock 


22 Fantastic Finish 


Winning the final six games of the regu- 
lar season provided the Huskers a first- 
round bye in the Big 12 Tournament and 
an invite to the Field of 64. 


28 pr. Good Night 3 


A sleeper in the 1996 recruiting class, converted quar- 
terback Clint Finley has been a knockout at free safety. 
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ENTERS 


Please send your comments and questions 
to Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoin, Neb. 
68501-3222. Or fax them to us at 
(972) 851-1720. We reserve the right to edit 
the letters for clarity, content and length. 
For those with electronic mail abilities, 

huskersedit@sportscom.com. 


vs a shame that 
this will probably be 
Danny Nee’s final 
season at Nebraska. | 
for one, will miss his 
fiery attitude and 
sideline tantrums. 

I know that he 
has never received 
the fan support that 
Tom Osborne did, 
but then again, he’s 
never had the suc- 
cess that the football 
team enjoyed for 25 
years under 
Osborne's direction. Although his 
win/loss record will contradict this 
point, I don’t believe that Nee is the 
wrong man for the job. His main adver- 
sary has not been opponents, but the 
football team. Nebraska fans have got- 
ten used to winning and the hoops 
squad has never measured up in most 
people’s eyes. Even when the Huskers 
won the NIT, it didn’t even seem to get 
a rise out of the fans. The reason was, it 
wasn’t the NCAA Tournament. Nee 
has done a solid job during his years at 
Nebraska and had this year’s team 
playing as well as possible in the final 
weeks of the season. 

Nebraska fans can rest assured that 
if Nee is replaced, you won't see a dra- 
matic change in terms of wins and loss- 
es in the next couple of years. 

Michael Thompson 
Seward, Neb. 


Wrere else in the nation could the 
long-time head football coach step 
down in December, yet not affect the 
recruiting class? I believe you'd be hard 
pressed to come up with an answer 
other than Nebraska. 

When I first heard of Osborne’s 
retirement, | immediately thought of 
recruiting. It would have been very 
possible for all of the commitments to 
that point to have said, “Thanks, but no 
thanks.” Instead, the Huskers never lost 
a beat (or a verbal) and signed a great 
class. Sure, there’s no Tommie Frazier 
among the signees, but there wasn’t 


before Osborne stepped down. 
Osborne proved to be a class act to 
the very end, sticking around to help 
finish what he started in recruiting this 
year’s class. 
Marvin Harwell 
St. Cloud, Minn. 


Ever wonder why Nebraska 
is so dominant in college foot- 
ball? While having a great head 
coach and staff in place helps, I 
think the main benefit is the 
unofficial farm system that is in 
place. Mike Babcock alludes to 
the fact in his column (State of 
the Huskers, March 1998), but 
doesn’t come right out and say 


Nebraska admits that it uses 
summer camps to get early (and legal) 
looks at the best talent in the state. 
From that point on, the recruiting 
begins. By having contacts at every 
high school in the state , Nebraska has 
talent coming to them. In effect, 
Nebraska has first pick of almost every 
kid who grows up in the state, with 
nearly all dreaming, even from a very 
young age, to play in Lincoln. I can’t 
think of another major-football state 
university outside of Hawaii that has 
the same kind of advantage in football. 

Pat Hatcher 
tettleP.aol.com 
Omaha, Neb. 


Once again Huskers Illustrated 
has produced the most insightful 
recruiting wrap-up I’ve ever seen. A lot 
of my friends subscribe to magazines 
from their various universities and they 
always foam at the mouth when they 
see what you guys do every year. 
Nobody does half page capsules on 
players and gets as much information. 
The quotes from the high school coach- 
es are the best. As Aaron Golliday’s 
coach (Randy Cordes) put it, “I don’t 
know how you could go wrong going 
to a school like Nebraska.” 

The thing I found most interesting 
was that nearly all of the players said 
they wanted to go to Nebraska despite 
the fact that Tom Osborne had retired. 
That really is a great endorsement. 

Candi Campbell 
Lincoln, Neb. 
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UNGTEBOOR 


D.: Gillespie isn’t a wayward Cornhusker, exactly. 

He left the Nebraska football program to join Glen 
Mason’s staff at Kansas in 1994, after the NCAA effectively 
eliminated the recruiting coordinator’s position he held at 
Nebraska from 1986 through 1993. 

Under an NCAA rules change that took effect in 1994, a 
recruiting, coordinator also counted against a school’s maxi- 
mum number of on-field coaches. Because Nebraska had a 
full complement of assistant coaches, Gillespie was forced 
to seek employment elsewhere. He coached the Jayhawks’ 
tight ends and defensive line, while also handling the 
recruiting coordinator’s duties. 

Last season, Gillespie was new coach Terry Allen’s 
administrative assistant. 

Now, Gillespie has returned to 
Nebraska, where he also played. 
He was a running back in coach 
Tom Osborne’s first recruiting 
class in 1973, earning letters in 
1974, 1975 and 1976. 

Gillespie was hired by coach 
Frank Solich as running backs 
coach — the position Solich held 
since 1983. “Dave will be a great asset to 
our coaching staff. Having played here as 
a running back and worked here as a 
recruiting coordinator, he knows the 
Nebraska system,” Solich said during a 
late-February mews conference to 
announce the 43-year-old Gillespie's hir- 
ing. 

Gillespie also will play a key role in the 
Cornhuskers’ recruiting. 

“He has experience in coaching both 
sides of the ball and as a former I-back at 
Nebraska, will be an excellent running 
backs coach. He will also play a major role 
in our recruiting efforts. In his first tenure at 
Nebraska, Dave helped put together three nation- 
al championship teams. He has the work ethic 
necessary to be successful and has demonstrated 
that he knows how to relate to players.” 

Gillespie, whose name emerged early on as a 
leading candidate, was among some 80 who 
applied for the position, which opened when Solich was 
named to succeed Osborne in December. 

“We looked at all the possibilities, and we feel Dave was 
the top candidate,” said Solich. 

Gillespie joined the staff immediately and began prepar- 
ing for spring practice. 

“The opportunity to coach at my alma mater, at a posi- 
tion I played and with the premier program and the pre- 
mier coach staff — it’s quite a draw,” Gillespie said at the 
news conference. 

“In any situation, when you step away and look back 
from a long range, you appreciate things more. Kansas was 
a good situation, but this is a great opportunity.” 

After completing a degree at Nebraska in 1977, Gillespie 
coached at the high school level in Lincoln and Hastings, 
Neb., before joining the Cornhusker staff as a graduate 
assistant in 1985. 
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A member of Tom 
Osborne’s first 
recruiting class, 
Gillespie served as 
recruiting coordinator 
at NU from 1986-93. 


Gillespie was recruited by Nebraska out of Westmont 
High School in Saratoga, Calif. He was the Cornhuskers’ 
fastest I-back as a senior, and he was expected to compete 
with junior Monte Anthony for the starting job. But a nag- 
ging leg injury significantly limited his playing time. 

He carried only 15 times for 56 yards and two touch- 
downs in 1976. 

“T think I’m like most people in that once you're a 
Nebraskan, it’s hard not to be a Nebraskan,” Gillespie said. 


After a four-year stint at Kansas, 
former Nebraska player and staffer 
Dave Gillespie was re-hired to coach 
running backs 


ComING HOME 


Bob Borry 


“When I was at Kansas, I kept up 
with what was happening here. | 
kept in touch with the people here. I 
always had a great interest in what 
happened here. I felt like I could 
separate that and objectively do my 
job in Kansas. But I’m definitely 
glad that this opportunity to return has come along.” 

Solich has indicated that he planned to continue to work 
with the running backs, as Osborne worked with the quarter- 
backs. . 

Gillespie said his immediate concern was getting to know 
the players, “to know enough about them personally by the 
time practice starts that I have an idea of what makes them 
tick.” 

Gillespie doesn’t inherit an abundance of experience at I- 
back. Ahman Green, the second-leading rusher in 
Cornhusker history, elected to bypass his senior season in 
favor of the NFL. Jay Sims completed his eligibility, and 
DeAngelo Evans is recovering from a pelvic-related injury 
that sidelined him all of his sophomore season, leaving fresh- 
man Correll Buckhalter as the most experienced returnee. 

The situation at fullback is dramatically better, with all of 
the top players returning. ll 


Darin Erstad agreed to a four-year contract 
with the Anaheim Angels. 


Proven Worth 


FORMER CORNHUSKER Darin Erstad, the first pick 
in the 1995 major league baseball draft, agreed to a 
four-year contract with the Anaheim Angels. 

Although terms of the contract were not reported, 
Erstad will establish a scholarship at Jamestown, N.D., 
High School, of which he is a graduate, and he will 
donate $200,000 annually during the contract's four 
years to benefit Little League baseball programs in 
southern California. 
stad, who began as an outfielder but was moved 
to first base because of the Angels’ wealth of young 
talent in the outfield, batted .299 with 16 home runs 
and 77 RBI in 1997 — his first full season in the major 
leagues. He scored 99 runs and stole 23 bases in 139 
games. 

In addition to his accomplishments with the 
Nebraska baseball team, Erstad was the No. 1 punter 
on the Cornhuskers’ 1994 national championship foot- 
ball team. He also kicked long field goals. 

Despite playing only one season, Erstad ranks with 
the best punters in school history, Nebraska kickers 
coach Dan Young has said. Erstad averaged 42.6 yards 
per punt on 50 punts. 

He was 10-of-10 on extra-point kicks, and he made 
three field goals, the longest being 48 yards. ll 


SOUND BITE 


“I don’t know who is 
going to draft me, 
but we’re probably 
going to lose more 
games next season 
than I lost in my 

five years at 


Nebraska. It’s 
going to be tough.” 


Outland Trophy winner 
Aaron Taylor when asked about 
his NFL draft status. 


AROUND | :HORN 


ALLEN, HARRISON GONE 

Frank Solich dealt with the downside of being the new head 
football coach in mid-February, dismissing defensive tackle Derek 
Allen and cornerback Brandon Harrison from the team. 

Their dismissal was a result of unspecified disciplinary reasons. 

Allen, a sophomore from Russellville, Ark., played in seven 
games as a backup to Jason Peter last season. Harrison, a junior 
from Gainesville, Texas, played in 11 games, including the Orange 
Bowl, as a backup to Erwin Swiney on the left side. Harrison was in 
his first season at Nebraska, after transferring from two-time national 
champion Blinn (Texas) Junior College, where he was an All- 
American. 


ESPY NO SURPRISE 

Freshman Matt Davison’s catch of Shevin Wiggins’ deflection 
of Scott Frost's pass on the final play in regulation of Nebraska’ 45- 
38 overtime victory at Missouri earned the ESPY for the “Play of the 
Year.” 

Davison, Wiggins and Frost were on-hand for the sixth annual 
awards ceremony, held at Radio City Music Hall in New York City on 
Feb. 9. “I'd like to thank ESPN for the award,” Frost said, speaking 
for the three in accepting what he described as a ‘crazy play.’ “I'd 
also like to thank our teammates. There were 11 people on the field 
when that play took place, and we're just here to represent them.” 

Davison’s catch also earned the ESPY for College Football Play of 
the Year. 

Receivers coach Ron Brown also made the trip to the nationally 
televised awards ceremony. 


SOLICH TO BE WELL-COMPENSATED 

Solich apparently will receive a five-year contract worth $200,000 
annually, according to reports in both the Lincoln Journal Star and 
Omaha World-Herald. Nothing had been signed as of early March, 
however, because the contract still needed approval from university 
officials. 

Solich, as did his predecessor Tom Osborne, also will receive an 
annual Gail and Dan W. Cook III Chair for Football stipend of $25,000. 
The university board of regents have approved that. 


THANKS, GUV ... 

Nebraska Governor Ben Nelson held a reception for the seniors 
on the Cornhuskers’ 1997 national championship team at the 
Governor's Mansion in mid-February. Nelson also made the seniors 
honorary admirals in the Nebraska Navy. 

Offensive tackle Eric Anderson was the first player to be made 
an admiral and he responded with a stylish, snappy salute. 


BERRINGER TO BE HONORED 

The Nebraska chapter of Ducks Unlimited is attempting to raise 
$220,000 to honor former Cornhusker quarterback Brook Berringer 
with a wetlands restoration project in Clay County, Neb. 

The group has announced plans to name the area the Brook 
Berringer Memorial Wetlands. 
Berringer, who died in the crash of a small plane he was 
piloting in 1996, was an avid outdoorsman. 


MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS, AGAIN 
Big 12 athletic directors have agreed to recom- 
mend that the conference football playoff return to 
the Trans World Dome in St. Louis in 1998. The 
first Big 12 playoff was held there in 1996, with 
Nebraska losing to Texas, 37-27. The recom- 
mendation also includes returning to the 
Alamodome in San Antonio, Texas, for 
the 1999 game. The Cornhuskers 
defeated Texas A&M, 54-15 there in 
December. 

An official recommendation to 
Big 12 administrators was expect- 
ed in March. If approved, the next 
two games would be played on 
Dec. 5, 1998, and Dec. 4, 1999. Mf 


Find A Position 
For Weapon X 


Bobby Newcombe is the unknown variable 
in the up-for-grabs quarterback search 


onsider the shared plight of 
Monte Christo and Jay Runty. 
Both are quarterbacks 
who came to Nebraska as 
walkons. Christo arrived 
in 1994 and has endured injury 
after injury for rare opportuni- 
ties to play in mop-up situa- 
tions. 

He got in five games last sea- 
son, three more than Runty, a 
freshman who shared the 
responsibility of impersonating 
Tennessee’s Peyton Manning on the 
scout team prior to the Orange Bowl 
game. 

Christo and Runty have labored in 
anonymity, chasing a dream that walk- 
on quarterbacks rarely realize at 
Nebraska — becoming a starter. Matt 
Turman got the opportunity in 1994. 
Travis Turner started some games in 
the mid-1980s. And Runty’s father, 
Steve, started Tom Osborne’s first 
game in 1973. 

Mostly, however, walk-on quarter- 
backs have served as backups. That’s 
the situation in which Christo and 
Runty will find themselves when 
spring practice begins March 30. 

With Scott Frost’s eligibility com- 
plete, the No. 1 quarterback job is up 
for grabs. But considering the players 
doing the grabbing, the opportunity 
for hard-working walkons appears to 
be limited. 

Frankie London is the most experi- 
enced of the quarterback candidates — 
as a quarterback, anyway. The sopho- 
more from Lake Charles, La., played in 
nine games in 1997, completing 10-of- 
22 passes for 201 yards, with no inter- 
ceptions, and rushing 42 times for 198 
yards and three touchdowns. 

Bobby Newcombe played more 
than London, but as a wingback and 
punt returner. The true freshman from 
Albuquerque, N.M., spent the first 
three games of the season at quarter- 
back, the position for which he was 
recruited, but then was moved to 
wingback. 

Eric Crouch spent most of the sea- 
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Babcock 


son recovering from surgeries on his 
right ankle and left knee. The redshirt 
freshman out of Omaha (Millard 
North) High School returned to 
practice in mid-November and 
joined Runty in impersonating 
Manning during the bowl-game 
preparations. 
Crouch seemed to be fully 
recovered by the pre-winter 
conditioning tests. He ran the 
40-yard dash in an electronical- 
ly timed 4.61 seconds, 10th-best 
among those who tested. 

London was ninth, at 4.60 seconds. 


Jon Wallet 


Judging from pre-winter 
conditioning tests, Eric Crouch 
appears ready to challenge for 
the quarterback job. 


Newcombe was first, at 4.47 seconds. 

The question is: At which position 
would they most benefit the team? 

Former coach Tom Osborne said 
during the season that Newcombe 
could play quarterback in the spring 
without jeopardizing his development 
as a wingback, a position he didn’t 
begin learning until after the 
Washington game. What he meant 
was, if Newcombe didn’t finish the 
spring as the No. 1 or No. 2 quarter- 
back, he could return to wingback in 
the fall and be none the worse for the 
experience. 

Realistically, if Newcombe weren't 


first or second on the depth chart at 
quarterback at the end of April, he 
ought to return to wingback, where he 
already is being compared to Johnny 
Rodgers. 

Osborne has said that without 
Rodgers’ punt returns and big-play 
potential as a receiver and occasional 
ball carrier, Nebraska probably 
wouldn’t have won national champi- 
onships in 1970 and 1971. 

That, some argue, is sufficient rea- 
son to leave Newcombe at wingback, 
even in the spring, with London and 
Crouch competing for the No, 1 quar- 
terback’s job — and Christo and Runty 
in reserve. 

Others argue that Newcombe’s big- 
play ability would be best utilized at 
quarterback. 

The bottom line, of course, is that 

Newcombe said throughout the season 
that he wanted to return to quarter- 
back in the spring. On the Tuesday 
after the Oklahoma game, he said at a 
news conference: “When I’m practic- 
ing at receiver, I’m also learning about 
the linemen’s blocking assignments. 
I’m still learning about the quarter- 
back’s role, and what everybody has to 
do in the offense for us to produce.” 
He never wanted people to forget 
that he came to Nebraska to play quar- 
terback. If he plays to that potential 
during the spring, he’ll almost certain- 
ly remain at quarterback. 

The Cornhuskers’ three national 
championships in the past four sea- 
sons have underscored the importance 
of an athletic quarterback with big- 
play ability to run the option offense. 

The skills that made Newcombe a 
quick-study at wingback will serve 
him well at quarterback. If London 
and Crouch prove to be comparably 
capable, however, Newcombe could 
return to wingback. 

How the quarterback situation 
evolves in the spring will be interest- 
ing. Nebraska appears to have three 
quite qualified contenders for the No. 
1 job. Christo and Runty are in a tough 
position. Hf 


PROTECTION 


Strength. Experience. Reliability. 


The qualities a quarterback 
wants in the linemen standing in 
front of him are the same you 
want in the insurance company 
standing behind you. 


These are the qualities your 
American Family agent puts 
to work every day to protect 
your auto, home, business, 
health and life. 


Your American Family agent. 
Proud to be on your side. 


ss "== 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
TP INSURANCE | 


‘AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE ° 


’ ad J All Your Protection 
) ‘ Under One Roof. 


©1997 American Family Mutual Insurance Co. and 
its subsidiaries, Home Office-Madison, WI 53783 


Finding a copy of the nearly sold out “Osborne: A Silver Celebration” is hard 


© 
enough, but finding one signed by Tom Osborne is impossible — until now. We 
asked Coach Osborne to sign 10 copies of the book to give away to Huskers 
Illustrated subscribers. So what's the catch? Simple. Give us your All-Tom 


Osborne team, most unforgettable game and favorite Osborne memory. Once the 
An Autographed votes are cast, we'll put together a consensus squad and unveil it in the presea- 


son annual (June/July). The best memories will also be included. Winners of the 
Copy of autographed books will be chosen at random from entries (including mail, fax 
and e-mail) received by April 10, 1998. ‘, 


66 
Osborne: Mailed entries need to be sent to: Faxed entries: (972) 851-1720 
Huskers Ilustrated E-mailed entries: cgreer@sportscom.com 


A Silver Celebration” —ostome civeaway 
13645 Beta Road 
Dallas, Texas 75244 


ORAS DER ANSE 

Quarterback: Rush End: 
I-Back: Rush End: 
Fullback: Tackle: 
Wingback: Tackle: 
Tight End: Linebacker: 
Split End: Linebacker: 
Center: Linebacker: 
Tackle: Corner: 
Tackle: Corner: 
Guard: Safety: 
Guard: Safety: 
Place-Kicker: Punter: 


—— 


UNFORGETTABLE GAME: OSBORNE MEMORY: 


Geach Mii ‘Tenopir won’t see many 


familia’ 
59) retu 
championship line tha 


the way for Division I-A’s best© 


“The thing we really concern ourselves 
with here is that we have a third good tack- 
le, a third good guard and a back-up cen- 
ter, an eight-man rotation. You can get by 
with eight guys.” 


ight is enough in the offensive 
line. 
Milt Tenopir was speaking a 
year ago, in the spring of 1997, 
summarizing the philosophy 
that has served him well in 24 years as 
an offensive line coach at Nebraska. 

Of course, the ideal situation would 
be to have at least one solid backup at 
each of the five positions in the interior 
of the offensive line. But Tenopir can 
make do with eight, or six. 

That was the basic rotation last sea- 
son. The starting line included Eric 
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this-spring as only Josh 
am_last year’s 
pave: 


Anderson and Fred Pollack at tackles, 
Aaron Taylor and Jon Zatechka at 
guards and Josh Heskew at center, 
with Matt Hoskinson, who was con- 
sidered the same as a starter, backing 
up at both center and guard. 

Others played. But those six were 
the foundation on which an offense 
that led the nation in total offense 
(513.7), rushing offense (392.6) and 
scoring offense (47.1) was built. 

The Cornhuskers had young and 
talented players in reserve. The prob- 
lem was, they lacked consistency, a 
fact duly noted by then-coach Tom 
Osborne early in the season. 

“It’s not physical talent. It’s just a 
matter of consistency,” he said. “When 
we look at the films and we see those 
guys right 97 or 98 percent of the time, 


THE 
NATIONAL 
CHAMPION 


then they’re going to be in there. 

“But until then, we're going to be a 
little leery about it.” 

The time to be leery and wait is 
over. Five of the top six offensive line- 
men completed their eligibility in the 
Orange Bowl game against Tennessee. 
Only Heskew returns. 

Last spring, Tenopir and Dan 
Young were looking for a couple of 
quality backups to total eight. This 
spring, they will be looking for at least 
seven inexperienced linemen to assert 
themselves. 

Whether or not they find seven will 
be a significant factor in how success- 
ful Frank Solich is in his first season as 
head coach. Solich will be a focus in 
the spring, certainly, as will the com- 
petition at quarterback involving 


my 


sophomore Frankie London and fresh- 
men Bobby Newcombe and Eric 
Crouch. 

But neither of those subjects will be 
more important to Nebraska's transi- 
tion from the Osborne era than the 
development — or lack thereof — of 
the offensive line. Three national 
championships in the past four sea- 
sons are dramatic evidence of the need 
for a solid interior in the offensive line. 

In 1994, from tackle to tackle, it was 
Outland Trophy winner Zach Wiegert, 
Brenden Stai, Aaron Graham, Joel 
Wilks and Rob Zatechka, the much- 
publicized (and deservedly so) 
“Pipeline.” 

In 1995, it was Eric Anderson, Steve 
Ott, Graham, Taylor and Chris 
Dishman, the “Pipeline II.” 


experience-depleted 


In 1996, there was just enough shuf- 
fling and lack of proven depth to cause 
a slight drop-off in offensive produc- 
tion — Nebraska’s No. 4 national rank- 
ing in rushing offense was its lowest 
since 1977. 

Nebraska’s average of 291.9 rushing 
yards per game in 1996 would have 
been cause for celebration in nearly 
every other major college program. 
But it was unarguably sub-par for the 
Cornhuskers. 

And it was more than 100 yards per 
game below their rushing average in 
1997. 

The offensive line didn’t deserve all 
of the credit in 1997, just as it didn’t 
deserve all of the blame in 1996. But 
the correlation between the line and 
Nebraska’s success is unmistakable. 


Frank Solich’s 
first, spring 


~ will not be an easy 
one as he must find 
four starters and key 


backups for an 


offensive lin 


By Mike Babcock, 


“The spring is going to be big,” 
Jason Schwab told the Omaha World- 
Herald. 

Schwab, a walkon who was award- 
ed a scholarship last season, is among 
those expected to compete for a start- 
ing job. The 6-foot-1, 300-pound 
junior-to-be from Eagen, Minn., played 
in 10 games in 1997 as Anderson's 
backup, after being moved from guard 
to tackle during the spring. 

He walked on after Big 10 schools 
that had been recruiting him backed 
off because of a hyper extended left 
knee, which kept him on the sideline 
for five games his senior year in high 
school. 

“I feel like I’m ready to play at the 
next level, and I feel like this group is 
too,” said Schwab. 
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Among those in the group to which 
he referred are Adam Julch, Jeff 
Clausen, James Sherman and Matt 
Baldwin — 1995 scholarship recruits 
who also will be juniors in the fall. 

The 6-foot-2, 300-pound Sherman, 
Taylor’s backup at left guard, is the 
most experienced of the group. He was 
credited with 21 “pancake” blocks in 
10 games last season, after playing in 
nine games as a redshirt freshman in 
1996. He missed two games a year ago 
because of a knee strain. 

Julch backed up Pollack at left tack- 
le, also playing in 10 games. At 6-foot- 
5 and 310 pounds, he’s among the 
biggest of the young linemen. Clausen, 
the No. 3 right tackle on the 1998 
Orange Bowl depth chart — behind 
Anderson and Schwab — is an inch 
taller, at 6-foot-6 and 310 pounds. 

Baldwin, a more modest 6-foot-1 
and 280 pounds, was the No. 3 center. 

Ben Gessford (6-foot-2, 260) and 
Brandt Wade (6-foot-2, 290) also were 
listed third on the Orange Bow! depth 
chart, Gessford at right guard and 
Wade at left guard. Both will be 
seniors. 

Gessford walked on from Lincoln 
East High. Wade was a scholarship 
recruit from Springfield, Neb. 

In addition, several young linemen 
will have an opportunity to step up 
during the spring, among them sopho- 
more-to-be Russ Hochstein and fresh- 
men Dominic Raiola, Dave Volk, Jon 
Rutherford, Kyle Kollmorgen and 
Steve Altstadt, scholarship recruits 
who were redshirted in the fall. 

Defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride might be tempted to draft a 
young offensive lineman or two in the 
spring to shore up defensive tackle. 
For one thing, All-American Jason 
Peter has completed his eligibility. For 
another, Jason Wiltz and Steve Warren 
represent all of the experience. 

Solich dismissed sophomore Derek 
Allen from the team in February for 
unspecified disciplinary reasons, and 
the status of Brandon Drum, also a 
sophomore, remained in doubt at 
press time as a result of an off-the-field 
incident at a Lincoln nightclub and bar 
following the season. 

Wiltz and Warren alternated at 
nose tackle alongside Peter, with 
sophomore-to-be Loran Kaiser seeing 
limited action in six games. (Allen and 
Drum were the others on the Orange 
Bowl depth chart.) 

Walkons Ross Tessendorf and 
Bobby Gill were the only other defen- 
sive tackles who played at all last sea- 
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While he won’t see any action 
this spring, DeAngelo Evans’ 
return in the fall is highl 
anticipated (and aneded. 


son. Tessendorf, a senior-to-be, got in 
four games. Gill, a junior-to-be, got in 
one. 

Tackle is easily the greatest concern 
on defense, where starters return at six 
other positions — with the top three 
on the Orange Bow] depth chart 
returning at five of those positions: left 
rush end, strongside linebacker, mid- 
dle linebacker, right cornerback and 
rover or strong safety. 

Three of the top four left corner- 
backs return. Brandon Harrison, who 
was listed No. 2 behind Erwin Swiney 
on the Orange Bowl depth chart, also 
was dismissed from the team by 
Solich. 

The departure of All-American and 
Lombardi Award winner Grant 
Wistrom leaves a significant void at 
rush end, but Mike Rucker, Chad 
Kelsay, Kyle Vanden Bosch and Travis 
Toline return. 

Rucker and Kelsay both started on 
the left side last season. 

Octavious McFarlin and Eric 
Warfield must be replaced at weakside 


linebacker and free safety, respective- 
ly. But Eric Johnson, a senior-to-be, 
and Clint Finley, a sophomore-to-be, 
each started once last season and alter- 
nated at those positions, so the focus 
will be on developing depth. 

On offense, the top five fullbacks 
return, as do the top four wingbacks, 
though Newcombe will spend the 
spring competing for the No. 1 quar- 
terback’s job. John Gibson isn’t likely 
to practice on a regular basis during 
the spring. But it appears he'll be back 
at full-speed in the fall. 

Gibson, who will be a sophomore, 
figured in the wingback rotation last 
season before suffering a torn anterior 
cruciate ligament during a practice the 
week following the opener against 
Akron. 

If the questions at quarterback and 
in the offensive line aren’t sufficient 
cause for concern, the situation at I- 
back is also muddled by the uncertain- 
ty surrounding the health of sopho- 
more DeAngelo Evans. If he is able to 
return in the fall at close to full-speed, 
Nebraska will be in good shape. 

Ifnot... 

Correll Buckhalter will be the most 
experienced I-back in the spring, com- 
ing off a freshman season in which he 
rushed for 311 yards and six touch- 


downs. Dan Alexander, who will be a 
sophomore, and Dahrran Diedrick, a 
freshman scholarship recruit who 
enrolled for second semester, are 
among other candidates, as is Marcus 
Giles, a walkon from Milford, Conn., 
Academy who was redshirted in the 
fall. 

Sheldon Jackson, who alternated 
with Tim Carpenter and Vershan 
Jackson, is the only experienced tight 
end returning, although T.J. DeBates 
played in every game except the one at 
Washington. DeBates, who will be a 
junior, caught one pass for 7 yards to 
set up a touchdown in the Big 12 play- 
off game. 

Jeff Lake has completed his eligibili- 
ty, but four of the top five split ends on 
the pre-Orange Bowl depth chart 
return: Kenny Cheatham, Matt 
Davison, Billy Haafke and Craig 
Fischer. 

A replacement must be found for 
punter Jesse Kosch. However, Kris 
Brown, a senior-to-be, returns to finish 
his revisions of the place-kicking sec- 
tion of the Cornhusker record book. 

On balance, the offense is likely to 
attract the most interest in the spring. 
The order of succession at both quar- 
terback and I-back must be determined 
—as much as possible. 

But regardless of who emerges at 
those high-profile positions, the suc- 
cess of the offense next season will 
depend on the linemen in front of 
them. As the offensive line goes, so 
goes Nebraska. 

“You've got to wait your turn,” said 
Julch, who was the first scholarship 
recruit (out of Omaha Burke High 
School) to make an oral commitment 
to the Cornhuskers in 1995. 

Often when that turn comes, young, 
players show marked improvement. 

Schwab summarized the process for 
the Omaha World-Herald near the end 
of last season. “I really thank Nebraska 
for the opportunity and for really 
sticking with me,” he said. 

“They get a lot of guys who aren’t 
really well-known. But they get hard- 
workers. 

“And that’s how they turn out to be 
good players, usually.” 

By the end of April, it will be appar- 
ent if that holds true or not. 

Tenopir and Young would like to 
have at least eight offensive linemen 
on whom they can count. Right now, 
they’ve got one — Heskew, who is 
“looking forward to being a leader.” 

He’ll get an opportunity in the 
spring. Hl 


The Blackshirts’ Premier Position Has A Vacancy 


HEIR TO THE THRONE 


Rush end has been the showcase position on Nebraska’s defense since the shift 
to a 4-3 base alignment. Trev Alberts set the standard, although the position was 
still called outside linebacker. 

The All-American and 1993 Butkus Award winner was followed by Donta Jones, 
who was followed by Jared Tomich, who was followed by Grant Wistrom, the 
Lombardi Award winner last season. Tomich and Wistrom both were two-time All- 
Americans. 

Wistrom’s decision to return to Nebraska for his senior season, instead of 
declaring for the NFL draft, was a key factor in the Cornhuskers’ third national 
championship in four seasons. 

He and roommate Jason Peter were the heart and soul of the defense. More 
than once then coach Tom Osborne said their extraordinary leadership was essen- 
tial to Nebraska's success. 

The decision to leave for the NFL is no longer Wistrom’s. His eligibility is com- 
plete, and it’s time to move on, leaving a signifi- 
cant void at rush end, a position he helped to 
define. 

But rush end still figures to be a high-profile 
position for the Cornhuskers in 1998. 

Just as Wistrom succeeded Tomich, so will 
Chad Kelsay and Mike Rucker succeed Wistrom, 
with sophomore-to-be Kyle Vanden Bosch step- 
ping up in the line of succession. 

Though understandably overshadowed by 
Wistrom last season, Kelsay and Rucker earned 
the respect of Big 12 coaches, alternating on the 
left side. Kelsay was a third-team all-conference 
selection by the coaches. And Rucker received all- 
conference honorable mention from them. 

Rucker, who was bothered early in the season 
by a painful pelvic-related injury, started the open- 
er, the Big 12 playoff and the Orange Bowl, while 
Kelsay started the remaining 10 games. 

“Mike could start at almost any college, with- 
out a doubt . . . probably at any other time here, 
Mike would be starting,” Wistrom said at mid- 
season. “He’s one of those guys who always 
seems to be at the right place at the right time. It 
happens too often to be coincidence.” 

Rucker finished eighth on the team in tackles 
with 38, including 15 for losses totaling 70 yards 
and 7.5 quarterback sacks — second to Wistrom. 
He also was credited with 15 quarterback hurries. 

After his sophomore season, Rucker was named a “super sub” by The Sporting 
News. 

Rucker has accepted whatever role he has been asked to play. 

“That’s your goal: to start,” he told the Linco/n Journal Star. “I've had a lot of 
friends, though, that get caught up in that starting thing, where they've got their 
hopes so much on starting that when it doesn’t happen, they're heartbroken and 
don't know what to do. And then problems start.” 

Kelsay was involved in 34 tackles, including seven for losses of 40 yards and 
three sacks. He had 14 quarterback hurries and caused a fumble, which he also 
recovered and returned. 

Kelsay, a second-team Academic All-American, is quick off the ball, and he’s a 
“100-percent player,” said rush ends coach Nelson Barnes. “He is just an all-effort 
guy when he gets out on the field.” 

Tomich overpowered blockers. Kelsay gets by them. 

Vanden Bosch followed Wistrom and Kelsay in playing as a true freshman. He 
was among six who contributed to the national championship, playing in every 
game and making 21 tackles. 

His opportunity to play right away was enhanced by the dismissal of George 
Guidry, a highly regarded scholarship recruit who was expected to contribute after 
redshirting as a freshman. 

Wistrom was the only rush end of note to complete his eligibility last season. 
Travis Toline, a senior-to-be, saw limited action as Wistrom’s backup, and Brandon 
Moobery, a walkon from Lexington, Neb., got in three games as the fourth rush end 
on the right side. He’ll be a sophomore next season. 

Assuming the returning players in the regular rotation last season continue to 
improve, the competition at rush end in the spring will be to determine how the 
lower backups are to be ordered. 
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The rush end position 

is well stocked with 
Grant Wistrom being the 
only one of note not 
returning this spring. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 13 


THE BIGGEST 


question as the 
Nebraska football team begins spring 
practice, of course, is: Can the 
Cornhuskers maintain their national 
prominence under new head coach 
Frank Solich? 

The answer, according to Tom 
Osborne anyway, is: Most definitely. 

“It has not been anything that one 
person has accomplished as opposed 
to others,” Osborne said during the 
Dec. 10 news conference to announce 
he was stepping aside. 

That was a recurrent theme. “We 
have worked by consensus,” he said. 

“When we make a decision, we do 
it together. And they will continue to 
do it that way. So you've got 10 guys 
doing the very best they can to pro- 
duce a winning program. And that 
will not change.” 

Nevertheless, Osborne cautioned, 
“athletics has dips and it has peaks 
and valleys. If | were here next year, it 
might be 8-3,” he said. “It might be. . . 
I don’t know what it might be. So I just 
hope that people understand (that) 
whatever these guys accomplish, I 
couldn’t have done any better.” 

All 25 of Osborne’s teams won at 
least nine games, so an 8-3 record 
would be something of a novelty. If 
Solich’s first team is to avoid that, 
numerous questions must be answered 
this spring. 

Foremost among those questions is 
how the offensive line will be rebuilt. 
But there are plenty of others that will 
make for an interesting spring. Here, 
in no particular order, are five others 
to be answered, if not by the spring 
game then certainly by fall. 


WHO WILL EMERGE 
AS THE STARTING 


QUARTERBACK? 

At least five quarterbacks will 
compete for the job as Scott Frost's 
successor: Junior Monte Christo, 
sophomore Frankie London and fresh- 
men Bobby Newcombe, Eric Crouch 
and Jay Runty. 

Realistically, however, the battle to 
be No. 1 will involve London, 
Newcombe and Crouch, with the 
injury-plagued Christo and Runty 
competing for positioning in back-up 
duty. 

Though he didn’t play much in 
1997, London is the most experienced 
— at quarterback. 

The sensational Newcombe saw 
considerable action by the end of his 
first collegiate season, but as a wing- 
back, the position to which he proba- 
bly would return if he were to finish 
lower than second on the depth chart 
at quarterback (see State of the Huskers) 
at the end of spring practice. 

Crouch, whose arrival in the fall 
was greeted with excitement compara- 
ble to that directed at Newcombe, 
underwent surgery on an ankle and a 
knee and was redshirted. 

Nebraska has had uncertainty at 


quarterback, most recently two springs 
ago when Frost was the leading candi- 
date to succeed Tommie Frazier. But 
rarely has it had three players as 
skilled as London, Newcombe and 
Crouch competing for the No. 1 job. 
There appears to be no odds-on 
favorite. 


WITH AHMAN GREEN 
LEAVING FOR THE NFL, 
WHAT IS THE SITUATION 
AT I-BACK? 

Ahman Green almost cer- 
tainly would have surpassed Mike 
Rozier as the leading rusher in 
Cornhusker history had he not decid- 
ed to cast his lot with the NFL. He also 
would have been among the leading 
candidates to win the Heisman 
Trophy. Replacing him won't be easy. 

Green, however, seemed confident 
that those behind him on the depth 
chart would get the job done. There 
won't be a drop-off, he said at the 
news conference to announce he 
would be leaving. “With Correll 
(Buckhalter) — and_ hopefully 
DeAngelo (Evans) will get better and 
be back — and a couple of running 
backs coming in, we'll be just as potent 
as any offense in college football next 


year.” 
Evans, a sophomore, is the most 
Pp. 


experienced of the returnees. 
However, he sat out last season 
because of a pelvic-related injury, 
which apparently will keep him out of 
spring practices. 

A healthy Evans, who rushed for 
776 yards and 14 touchdowns as a true 
freshman in 1996, would clear up a 
clouded picture and make new run- 
ning backs coach Dave Gillespie's job a 
little easier. 

Buckhalter, the freshman who car- 
ried 54 times for 311 yards and six 
touchdowns in his first collegiate sea- 
son, was the busiest of Green’s back- 
ups, exceeding the coaches’ expecta- 
tions. 

Athletic freshman Dan Alexander 
has been hampered by injuries, but if 
he can remain healthy, he'll be in the 
thick of things, as will freshman Dan 
White and Dahrran Diedrick. 


WHICH REDSHIRTED 
FRESHMEN WILL ASSERT 
THEMSELVES? 
Six true freshmen made sig- 
nificant contributions to the 
Cornhuskers’ national championship 
in 1997: Newcombe, Buckhalter, split 


end Matt Davison, rush end Kyle 
Vanden Bosch and defensive backs 
Erwin Swiney and Joe Walker. The 
remaining freshman scholarship 
recruits were redshirted. 

Though all of them will have a shot 
to prove themselves — that’s what 
spring practice is about — some will 
have a better shot than others because 
of the opportunity at their positions. 

Dion Booker, for example, is in a 
good position to follow his brother 
Michael at cornerback. Because of the 
need in the secondary, as well as his 
ability, Dion nearly avoided a redshirt. 

As mentioned earlier, Crouch and 
White play positions where the com- 
petition figures to be wide-open. 
Among the other freshmen who red- 
shirted in the fall are middle line- 
backer Jamie Burrow, weakside line- 
backer Chris Gustafson, strongside 
linebacker Mark Vedral and rush end 
J.P. Wichmann. 

Several who were listed as offen- 
sive linemen are now ready to begin 
competing for jobs, including Steve 
Alstadt, Kyle Kollmorgen, Dominic 
Raiola, Jon Rutherford and Dave Volk. 

Defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride might want to audition a cou- 
ple as defensive tackles. 


WHAT IS THE STATUS OF 

DEANGELO EVANS AND 

JOHN GIBSON? 

As mentioned earlier, Evans 

probably will be a familiar fig- 
ure in spring practice, but not in his 
No. 4 jersey and pads. The best that 
can be hoped is that he can return to 
action in the fall. 

The same will likely be true for 
wingback John Gibson, who would 
have been in the rotation last season if 
he hadn’t suffered a torn anterior cru- 
ciate ligament during practice after the 
first game. 

The redshirted freshman from 
Papillion-LaVista, Neb., High caught 
two passes for 18 yards in the opener 
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against Akron. Apparently, he won't 
practice in the spring. But he should be 
ready by fall, making a strong position 
even stronger. The top four wingbacks 
on the Orange Bowl depth chart 
return. 

If Newcombe stays at quarterback, 
Gibson's return would be even more 
welcome. 


WHO WILL SUCCEED 

JESSE KOSCH AS THE 

NO. 1 PUNTER? 

Jesse Kosch’s departure 

leaves a significant void at 
punter. Cornhusker fans have become 
accustomed to reliable punting, an 
area they may have taken for granted 
and even overlooked. 

* Kosch handled the job for three 
seasons, averaging 41.9 yards per punt 
for his career. 

¢ Darin Erstad averaged 41.2 yards 
per punt for the 1994 national champi- 
onship team. 

¢ Byron Bennett doubled as place- 
kicker and punter, averaging 41.2 
yards per punt in 1993. 

¢ And Mike Stigge, among the best 
in school history, punted for four sea- 
sons before that. 

Nebraska’s emphasis on kicking is 
well-documented, and punting will be 
a priority in the spring. 

Bill Lafluer, a junior walkon from 
Norfolk, Neb., goes into the spring at 
No. 1. He punted only once last sea- 
son, a 40-yarder. But when Kosch went 
into a late-season slump, there was 
some thought of giving him a shot at 
the No. 1 job. Junior place-kicker Kris 
Brown and sophomore walkon Dan 
Hadenfeldt, who also was a back-up 
place-kicker, were listed behind Kosch 
and Lafleur on the Orange Bowl depth 
chart. @ 


Will the Huskers luck of finding 
quality punters continue 
following the departure 

of sure-footed Jesse Kosch? 


MAK 
Attack 


With key losses in the backfield, 
fullback Joel Makovicka 
will be counted on to have 
another season like last year 
By Mike Babcock 
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oel Makovicka took only a cou- 
ple of steps before impact. But 
the force of the collision sent 
Texas A&M linebacker Dat 
Nguyen head over heels as 
Ahman Green ran by the crash. 

Those who focus only on the foot- 
ball probably missed the block and 
didn’t see it until the big-screen replay. 
Makovicka led with his right shoulder, 
translating Nguyen’s momentum into 
the lift that flipped him. The effort was 
textbook and contributed to a 7-yard 
gain. Two plays later, Green ran 24 
yards for a touchdown that increased 
Nebraska's lead to 23-0 against A&M, 
early in the second quarter of the 
Cornhuskers’ 54-15 victory in the Big 
12 championship game in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

“That's something you go out and, 
before every play, you visualize,” 
Makovicka said later. “I try to do that, 
just visualize making the perfect block 
or the perfect run before every play. 

“When it happens, it’s just a great 
feeling.” 

In this particular case, it would 


have been a great feeling even if it 
hadn’t been perfect. Despite the lop- 
sided score, Nguyen made play after 
play at the Alamodome that afternoon. 
He was credited with nine tackles, all 
of them unassisted. 

Rarely was he taken out of a play 
by any means, textbook or otherwise. 

After the block, “we just looked at 
each other,” said Makovicka, 
Nebraska’s junior fullback. “It was 
kind of a respect thing, where Texas 
A&M respected us and we respected 
Texas A&M. It was a thing where there 
wasn’t much talking on the field 
because there was such a respect fac- 
tor.” 

Respect? Not long after the block on 
Nguyen, ABC play-by-play announcer 
Brent Musberger described Makovicka 
as a “(Tom) Rathman-type fullback.” 
There's a respect factor for you. 

Rathman set the standard for 


Last year, few were harder to 
tackle than Makovicka, who 
finished fourth in the nation 
among rushing fullbacks. 


Cornhusker fullbacks. Few would 
argue that point. 

He ranks first among Nebraska full- 
backs in single-season rushing yards, 
gaining 881 and scoring eight touch- 
downs on 118 carries in 1985 — when 
he was a first-team all-conference 
selection. And he ranks third in career 
rushing among Cornhusker fullbacks, 
with 1,425 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
Rathman’s skills took him to the 
National Football League as a third- 
round draft pick in 1986, and they kept 
him there for nine seasons, including 
eight with the San Francisco 49ers. He 
rushed for 2,020 yards and 26 touch- 
downs and caught 320 passes for 2,684 
yards and eight touchdowns. 

Plus, he played on two Super Bowl 
championship teams. 

Oh yes, Rathman lost only seven 
fumbles during his NFL career. 

Makovicka is too young to have 
watched Rathman play at Nebraska in 
person. But “I’ve read a lot on him and 
saw some (video)tape of him,” 
Makovicka said. “I remember one 
game he played against Florida State 
where he broke one for 65 yards or 
something . . . but that’s all I remember 
about him.” 

To be exact, Rathman’s run against 
Florida State was 60 yards. It went for 
a touchdown, less than two minutes 
into the 1985 game at Memorial 
Stadium, which the Seminoles came 
back to win 17-13. 

Makovicka is well aware of 
Rathman’s place in history. “I mean, 
you hear it all the time. He’s what 
everybody measures the fullbacks at 
Nebraska by,” said Makovicka. “He’s 
a standard that all the fullbacks try to 
achieve. He was just a great player. I 
don’t know if there will be someone 
like him again. 

‘Tt’s just kind of an honor to be 
compared to him, I guess . . . even in 
the same sentence. He just had the 
total package, where he could catch 
the ball, run the ball and block well. 
So, I mean, I’ve watched a lot of film 
on him and I try to be as well-rounded 
as him. Hopefully, when I’m done, I 
can be mentioned with him. But right 
now, it’s something I don’t even really 
look at and concentrate on.” 

Rathman’s ability as a pass receiver 
wasn’t utilized until he got to the NFL. 
He had only four receptions for 70 
yards and one touchdown while he 
was a Cornhusker. Makovicka caught 
five passes for 60 yards and one touch- 
down last season, prompting him to 
remark before the Orange Bowl: 


“We're getting to where the fullback’s 
getting out of the backfield on pass 
patterns, making that kind of threat. 

“Teams just thought of us as block- 
ing in the passing game,” he said. 
“That's given us a little bit of another 
dimension. Teams have to worry 
about that . . . the fullback in the pass- 
ing game.” 

That isn’t likely to change under 
new head coach Frank Solich, a former 
Cornhusker fullback himself. 

Considering that Solich has been 
his position coach since he followed 
his brother Jeff as a 
walkon from East Butler 
High School, Makovicka 
isn’t likely to see much 
change in his responsibili- 
ties. 

“I've had the privilege 
to be under Coach Solich 
the last three years,” 
Makovicka said at the 
news conference to 
announce Osborne was 


the Cornhusker record for a fullback. 

Mark Schellen scored nine touch- 
downs for the 1983 “Scoring 
Explosion” team. 

Makovicka’s 685 rushing yards 
were the fourth-most in a season by a 
Cornhusker fullback, and they 
increased his career rushing total to 
989 yards, ninth-best at Nebraska 
among fullbacks. 

He ranked fourth in the nation in 
rushing among fullbacks. Benji Wood 
of Rice was first, with 936 yards and 16 
touchdowns, followed by Tim 


With another 685-yard performance next sea- 
son, senior-to-be Joel Makovicka would move into 
second place on Nebraska’s all-time fullback rush- 
ing chart with 1,674 total yards. He also only needs 
two touchdowns to become the highest-scoring 
fullback in school history. 


NU’s TOP 10 RUSHING FULLBACKS 


Rushes-Yds. 


stepping aside and Solich 
was replacing him. 
“Coach Solich instills the 
same things as Coach 
Osborne, the work ethic, 
the values. He believes in 
all that.” 

Solich’s belief in those 


1. Andra Franklin (1977-80) 
2. Dick Davis (1966-68) 
3. Tom Rathman (1981-85) 


4. Bill Thornton (1960-62) 
5. Jerry Brown (1955-57) 
6. Bryan Carpenter (1987-89) 
7. Frank Solich (1963-65) 
8. Lance Lewis (1988-92) 
9. Joel Makovicka (1995-present) 
10. Bill Olds (1949-53) 


324-1,738 
349-1,477 
220-1,425 
295-1,328 
226-1,088 
170-1,064 
196-1,010 
163-1,008 

150-989 

148-921 


qualities grew from his 
own experience at 
Nebraska. Few major col- 
leges were interested in 
him as a football player 
because of his size. The 
Cornhuskers recruited 
him with the intention of 
using him primarily as a 
kick returner. But he became much 
more than that. 

As a senior in 1965, Solich was the 
first-team All-Big Eight fullback. 

Only two Nebraska fullbacks have 
earned first-team, all-conference recog- 
nition since then. 

Rathman was one. Dick Davis was 
the other, in 1967. 

Makovicka earned All-Big 12 hon- 
orable mention from the coaches, rush- 
ing for 685 yards and scoring nine 
touchdowns. More importantly, per- 
haps, his blocking contributed to the 
nation’s most productive rushing 
offense and opened the way for two 
1,000-yard rushers in Green and Scott 
Frost. 

His three touchdowns against 
Oklahoma established a school, single- 
game record for a fullback, and his 
nine touchdowns for the season tied 


NU’s TOP SINGLE-SEASON 

RUSHING FULLBACKS 

1. Tom Rathman (1985) 
2. Dick Davis (1967) 


3. Jerry Brown (1956) 
4. Joel Makovicka (1997) 


Rushes-Yds. 
118-881 
162-717 
129-690 
105-685 


Cannada of Navy (792 yards) and 
Charles Gilliam of Air Force (741 
yards). Makovicka’s 6.5 yards-per- 
carry was easily the best among those 
four. 

Makovicka has averaged 6.59 yards 
per carry for his career. With a compa- 
rable rushing total as a senior, he 
would move up to second on the all- 
time list, behind only Andra Franklin. 

Makovicka was named to the Sports 
Illustrated all-walkon team, and he was 
a first-team Academic All-American. 
He has a 3.81 cumulative grade point 
average, with a major in biological sci- 
ences. 

His first touchdown of the season, 
on a 20-yard run against Akron, was 
highlight-film quality, prompting 
Solich to remark afterward: “You may 
never see a run like that again.” 

Makovicka has enough speed to 


make an occasional long run to keep 
the defense honest. He burst past the 
line of scrimmage and into the sec- 
ondary for 24 yards on the fourth play 
of the 12-play, 80-yard touchdown 
drive to start the second half of the 
Orange Bowl game against Tennessee. 

And he carried once on each of the 
next two series, which also resulted in 
touchdowns. 

He is always moving forward. He 
had 105 carries as a junior and never 
lost a yard. Also, he lost only one fum- 
ble, in the Texas A&M game. He had 


caught a pass and was fighting for 
extra yards, after breaking two tackles, 
when Nguyen stripped the ball while 
another Aggie tackled him. 

That was one fumble too many. 
“That should never happen,” said 
Makovicka. 

“I want to go the whole year with- 
out putting the ball on the ground.” 

On balance, however, Makovicka is 
happy with how things have worked 
out. He has come from an eight-man 
high school program to earn not only a 
scholarship but also the starting job on 
a national championship team. “I think 
it’s kind of like a dream come true,” he 
said before the Orange Bowl. 

“I sat here a few years ago and 
watched my brother do it, watched 
him start in the Fiesta Bowl and win a 
national title. It’s something that I’ve 
really remembered and (something 


that) was great for me. 

“I didn’t really know if it was going 
to happen to me. I couldn’t write a bet- 
ter story because this is just a great 
group of guys we're doing it with. It’s 
something just like a family atmos- 
phere.” 

That family went through some dif- 
ficult times in 1997, not the least of 
which was Osborne's decision to step 
aside. Makovicka was among the play- 
ers who spoke at the news conference. 

“Tf you ask the question, ‘How do 
you replace arguably the greatest 


coach of all time in college football?’, 
that’s to get the next-greatest, Coach 
Solich,” he said. “Just to the recruits 
and all the young guys, just the people 
who are thinking about coming to 
Nebraska, Coach Solich is going to do 
a great job. 

“I can guarantee you with Coach 
Solich leading us, we'll keep Nebraska 
football going.” 

One thing's for certain, Solich has a 
veteran fullback on whom he can 
count. That's important, particularly in 
light of Green’s decision to bypass his 
final season for the NFL. 

Makovicka has earned the respect 
of those who should know. “Joel 
Makovicka is just old, blue-collar All- 
American,” Texas Tech coach Spike 
Dykes said. 

As good as any who has ever 
played the position at Nebraska. 
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Getting Tough 
On Tradition 


Bob Devaney quickly realized that varsity-alumni games 
were good for a few laughs, but little else 


he Nebraska football team will 

complete spring practice on April 

25 with its annual Red-White 

intrasquad scrimmage. The 

spring game will be Frank 
Solich’s first as head coach. 

It will be the Cornhuskers’ 49th, 
according to official records. 

The “modern” spring game was ini- 
tiated by Bill Glassford in 1950, his sec- 
ond season as head coach. It matched 
Glassford’s varsity team against an 
alumni team. An audience estimated at 
5,000 watched as the varsity blocked 
an extra-point attempt in the fourth 
quarter to preserve a 13-13 tie. 

Ed Weir, an All-American in 1924 
and 1925, attempted the extra-point 
kick. He was wearing his Cornhusker 
letter jacket and street clothes. 

The alumni team included 
players who had completed their 
eligibility the previous season, as 
well as professional players such 
as Clete Fischer, who spent two 
seasons with the NFL’s New York 
Giants, and his brother, Ken, who 
scored the alumni touchdowns. 
The competition was intense. 
“There were two flares of fisticuff 
between rival players,” according 
to a Lincoln newspaper account. 

The tie was no reflection on 
Glassford’s varsity, really. 
Nebraska, led by sophomore sen- 
sation Bobby Reynolds, finished 
6-2-1 and ranked 17th in the 
nation by The Associated Press in 
1950. 

The next three spring games also 
matched the varsity against alumni 
teams, before Glassford’s final two 
teams in 1954 and 1955 played varsity 
intrasquad games. Pete Elliott’s 1956 
team resumed the varsity-alumni for- 
mat, which was retained by Bill 
Jennings during his five seasons (1957- 
61). 

Bob Devaney discontinued varsity- 
alumni spring games when he arrived 
in 1962, returning to game-condition, 
intrasquad scrimmages. It has 
remained that way ever since. 


20 APRIL 1998 


The reasons for the demise of the 
varsity-alumni games should be obvi- 
ous. Insurance premiums for alumni 
players were high because the chance 
of injury was great. NFL teams were 
understandably hesitant to allow their 
players to participate in such a game 
— NEL players simply wouldn't now. 

And the varsity usually won, 
though, as we shall see, not always. 

More importantly, however, coach- 
es had less opportunity to evaluate 
lower-unit players in alumni games. 
Tom Osborne extended the first and 
third quarters of spring games to 20 


Originally put together as a 
revenue generator, the spring 
ame has evolved into a fan 
‘avorite and a showcase for 

lower-unit players. 


minutes, once or twice, in order to get 
more players on film. With the limited 
number of spring practices now, it 
wouldn’t make sense to waste one — 
the Red-White game counts against the 
total — on such an exhibition. 

The first spring game was played as 
part of an All Sports Day, which was 
established as a means of generating 
revenue for the athletic department as 
well as showcasing Cornhusker sports. 

Typically, the baseball team played; 
the track and field team held a varsity- 
freshman meet; the golf and tennis 
teams competed in conference dual 
meets; and the swimming and gym- 


nastics teams presented exhibitions. 
The basketball team wasn’t involved, 
only because NCAA rules prohibited 
it. 

The tie in 1950 represented an 
inauspicious beginning to what has 
become something of a showcase 
event at the end of a severely limited 
spring football practice. Glassford’s 
first Nebraska team practiced for six 
weeks in the spring, with two-a-days 
on Saturdays, concluding with a mid- 
week scrimmage. 

The NCAA has placed significant 
restrictions on spring practice in recent 
seasons, and there has even been talk 
of eventually eliminating it — as a 
cost-cutting measure, of course. 

In any case, Nebraska played 10 
varsity-alumni spring games from 
wow 1950 to 1961, with the low point 
being in 1956, when the alums 
shut out Elliott's first, and only, 
Cornhusker team, 14-0. 

How’s that for lack of alumni 
support? How does a new coach 
go about generating interest in 
the upcoming season after his 
team has been shut out by a 
makeshift alumni squad? 

During one varsity-alumni 
spring game, an out-of-condition 
alum reportedly kept right on 
running after he scored a touch- 
down, through the end zone and 
into the fieldhouse, where he 
threw up. 

Anyway, Elliott’s team fumbled 11 
times in the 1956 debacle, eight of 
which were recovered by the alums. It 
never got any closer than the alums’ 
27-yard line on the rainy afternoon. 

Don Bryant, sports editor of The 
Lincoln Star at the time, reported in the 
Sunday edition that “a happy band of 
victorious alumni football players 
charged into their dressing room late 
Saturday afternoon, and the cry heard 
most frequently was: ‘Who’s got a cig- 
arette?’ 

“To a man, the old-timers insisted it 
was their superior physical condition 
which made victory possible.” li 


MENS 
Lue 

Still 
Quiet 

On NBA 
Draft 


Nee says his 
point guard is ready 


Everyone is entitled to an opinion, but... 

Marty Blake, long-time director of scouting for the NBA, drew Danny 
Nee’s ire for telling the Omaha World-Herald that Tyronn Lue should return 
to Nebraska for his senior season. 

Not that Nee wouldn’t welcome another season with Lue at point 
guard, but he took offense at Blake’s suggestion Lue wasn’t ready to move 
to the next level. “Marty Blake has never seen Tyronn Lue play, and I think 
it’s professionally irresponsible for Marty Blake to pull something out of 
the seat of his pants and say something as ignorant as that,” Nee said. 

“Tyronn Lue can play in the NBA. He can play in there today, if he 
chooses to, and the right team chooses him. I think Marty Blake is 100 per- 
cent wrong. And all of you people that are watching and listening, you saw 
Tyronn play. You tell me he can’t play (in the NBA). 

“Did you see the guard play of the Denver Nuggets and Dallas 
Mavericks (in a recent game)? I mean, they could use him tonight; (Dallas 
coach Don) Nelson could use him . . . tonight. 

“Come on, the guy (Blake) doesn’t know what 
he’s talking about.” 

Lue has continued to keep his decision, if it 
has been made, to himself. 

“We said at the end of the year we're going to 
evaluate what Tyronn’s situation is,” said Nee. 
“If it’s right for Tyronn, we're going to pull the 
trigger. If it’s not, we're not going to do it. 

“1 can’t predict it. But I don’t agree with 
Marty Blake.” 

What's right for Lue, according to Nee, would 
be his being among the first 15 players selected 
in the NBA draft. If he doesn’t hire an agent, Lue 
could return to Nebraska. Texas Tech’s Cory 
Carr, the Big 12’s leading scorer, tested the mar- 
ket that way by declaring for the draft a year 
ago. 

Nee apparently expects Lue to be drafted early, however. At the news 
conference, with Lue sitting nearby, Nee was asked if he felt good about 
next season with such a young team. “If you tell me Tyronn Lue is not 
going to be in the NBA next year, I don’t believe you,” he replied. 

Not surprisingly, Lue was chosen to The Associated Press All-Big 12 
first team, becoming only the second Cornhusker during Nee’s 12 seasons 
as coach to be so honored. Eric Piatkowski was first-team all-conference in 
1993 and 1994. “We're happy about it,” Nee said, noting that Lue “made it 
the old-fashion way: He worked for it. He’s earned everything that he’s 
gotten.” 

Lue is only the 15th Cornhusker since 1949 to earn first-team all-confer- 
ence honors, and only the seventh underclassman. Hf 


“If you tell 
me Tyronn 
Lue is not 
going to be 
in the NBA 


next year, 
I don’t 
believe 


a 
you. 
— Danny Nee 


Danny Nee Takes 
The Offensive 


The 1997-98 season has been more enjoy- 
able for Danny Nee. It has been “if you 
enjoy sitting in the electric chair that they 
fake pulling the switch, until the season’s 
over,” he said. 

Nee, in his 12th season, was kidding, sort 
of. “It’s been good,” he said. 

On the strength of a six-game winning 
streak, the Cornhuskers finished the regular 
season with a 19-10 record and the No. 4 
seed in the Big 12 Tournament at Kemper 
Arena in Kansas City, Mo. 

The consensus was, they had wrapped up 
an at-large bid into the NCAA Tournament 
for the first time since the 1993-94 season 
before they even headed to Kansas City. 
Nebraska played in the National Invitation 
Tournament the last three seasons, after 
making four consecutive trips to the NCAA 
Tournament — all ending with first-round 
losses. 

During a news conference the week of the 
Big 12 Tournament, Nee took offense at a 
question about whether he considered his 
team among those on the “bubble” for an 
NCAA bid. 

“| won't even answer that,” he said, 
relenting and adding: “We're not a ‘bubble’ 
team. 

“| think the facts are there, guys. | mean, | 
think it’s so strong, it’s screaming.” 

During a recent radio call-in show, Nee 
was told that Nebraska athletic director Bill 
Byrne should tell him that his job was on the 
line every game. The call drew a response 
from former Cornhusker coach Tom 
Osborne, who was listening and called in a 
few minutes later to encourage Nee. 

“| feel the fans of Nebraska like the coach- 
es at Nebraska,” he said. “They like Tom 
Osborne, Bob Devaney. They like Danny 
Nee. And when we don’t win, they get disap- 
pointed, and they voice it. My only problem 
is, we haven’t won enough. You raise the bar 
up... Wwe just haven’t won enough. 

“We raised the bar up eight or nine years 
ago when we started winning. Now I'm just a 
victim of our own success” 

Also, that doesn’t mean he should be 
fired, he said. “I think that’s a little harsh.” 
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MENS i 


FANTASTIC 
FINISH 


Winning the final six games of the 
regular season provided the Huskers 
a first-round bye in the Big 12 
Tournament and an invite to the 
Field of 64 


enson Hamilton quickly picked 

up a pair of personal fouls in 

Nebraska’s final regular-season 

game at Iowa State. Hamilton 

disputed the second and was 

promptly charged with a techni- 
cal foul. Coach Danny Nee had little 
choice but to take Hamilton out of the 
game for the remainder of the first 
half. 

His reaction to the second foul was 
inappropriate, Hamilton admitted 
later. It wouldn’t happen again. He 
should have kept quiet, which is what 
his teammates told him — in so many 
words. 

Tyronn Lue was particularly 
adamant. “That's leadership. That's 
respect,” Nee said at a news confer- 
ence prior to the Big 12 Tournament. 
“The players are doing the communi- 
cation, working together. 

“Ym just orchestrating it. That's 
how it’s supposed to be.” 

That’s also how the Cornhuskers 
finished the regular season with a six- 
game conference winning streak, their 
longest since 1980-81, when coach Moe 
Iba’s first team won six consecutive 
Big Eight games. The streak gave 
Nebraska a 19-10 record and a first- 
round bye in the conference tourna- 
ment. 

The Cornhuskers finished fourth in 
the Big 12, with a 10-6 regular-season 
record. 

“We think that’s a major, major 
accomplishment,” said Nee. 

Nebraska was in the throes of a 
four-game conference losing streak 


when it traveled to College Station, 
Texas, to play hapless Texas A&M on 
Feb. 11. The Aggies finished last in the 
Big 12 with a 1-15 record. So 
Nebraska's 75-58 victory wasn’t nearly 
as surprising as it was welcome. 

It wasn’t until the second half of the 
next game against Baylor, three days 
later at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center, that the Cornhuskers’ season 
took a dramatic turn for the better. 

Nebraska trailed, 39-29, with 14:29 
remaining when Lue was helped to the 
bench with a shoulder strain, suffered 
in an under-the-basket collision with 
Baylor’s 250-pound Brian Skinner. 

Without their leader, the 
Cornhuskers appeared to be in dire 
straits. They were not, however, scor- 
ing 21 unanswered points to go ahead 
50-39 — an advantage they held to the 
end, winning 66-55. 

Lue’s teammates closed ranks and 
clamped down defensively. Baylor 
was held scoreless for 8:21. It went 
without a field goal for 12:49 of the 
second half. It made only six second- 
half field goals. And it shot 19 percent 
from the field after the intermission. 

“If we took Tyronn off the floor, 
other guys stepped up,” Nee said. “We 
take Venson off the floor, and other 
guys have stepped up. So I think we 
have the versatility and the poise to 
play.” 

When Hamilton had to be pulled 
from the Iowa State game, forward 
Larry Florence already was on the 
bench because of a severe ankle sprain, 
suffered a minute or so before. 


1997-98 
MEN’S HOOP 
SCHEDULE/RESULTS 


Overall Record 
Conference Record: 11-7 


Pella Windows (Exhib) 
Marathon Oil (Exhib) 
UNC Greensboro 
Western Illinois 

New Orleans 
Colorado State 
Texas-San Antonio 

@ Tulsa 

Ameritas Classic 

vs. UNC Wilm. 

vs. Grambling 

@ Creighton L, 73-84 
@ Minnesota W, 70-66 
Outrigger Rainbow Classic 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


W, 83-63 
W, 87-72 
W, 75-51 
W, 86-57 
W, 81-66 
W, 64-57 
W, 68-59 

L, 68-85 


W, 85-68 
W, 85-48 


W, 80-65 

L, 62-87 

L, 69-80 

L, 76-96 

W, 67-62 

W, 87-72 

W, 53-43 

L, 91-105 

W, 63-49 

L, 49-72 

L, 71-82 

L, 76-81 (OT) 
L, 63-69 

W, 75-58 

W, 66-55 

W, 67-66 (OT) 
W, 79-71 

W, 82-65 

W, 70-62 


@ Kansas (ESPN) 
@ Oklahoma State 
Colorado 
Oklahoma 

@ Texas 

lowa State 

@ Kansas State 
Kansas (ABC) 

@ Missouri 

Kansas State 

@ Texas A&M 
Baylor 

Missouri 

@ Colorado 

Texas Tech 

@ lowa State (ESPN) 
Big 12 Tournament 
Kansas City, Mo. 
vs. Baylor 

vs. Kansas 


W, 65-46 
L, 59-91 


The Cornhuskers left Ames, Iowa, 
with a hard-fought 70-62 victory. The 
other victories in the streak were 
against Missouri (67-66 in overtime), at 
Colorado (79-71) and against Texas 
Tech (82-65). 

The Missouri victory came in over- 
time, avenging an 81-76 loss at 
Columbia, Mo., also in overtime. Three 
days later, Nebraska lost to Kansas 
State for a second time, 69-63 in 
Lincoln. 

That loss might well have been rock 


bottom, coming as it did at home. 

The winning streak was a result of 
players understanding and accepting 
their roles, according to Lue, who was 
a freshman on a more talented team 
two years ago. This team is playing 
better, even though the 1995-96 team 
came on strong at the end to win the 
National Invitation Tournament, Lue 
said. 

“LT agree with that,” said Nee. “I 
think this team is playing more to its 
potential. I think we play better 
defense. I think we rebound better. 
And I think we're more together. 

“T think our chemistry is 10,000 
times better. We know who our 
starters are. We know our roles. We 
know our jobs. And we're very com- 
fortable with Lue being the leader. I 
think the seven- or eight-man rotation 


that we've been using . . . guys are 
comfortable with how we’ve been 
playing. 


“They know the offenses and defen- 
sive schemes. And then they just carry 
it out. It simplifies things. All you’ve 
got to do on the court is just play, play 
hard and everything works out.” 

Nebraska shot 48 percent from the 
field during the six-game streak, while 
limiting opponents to 35.9 percent — 
and 29 percent from three-point range. 
The Cornhuskers went into the Big 12 
Tournament with a defensive field- 
goal percentage of .399, the lowest 


Cookie Belcher and Troy 
Piatkowski helped contain 
Baylor and Brian Skinner in 
Nebraska’s 65-46 win in the Big 
12 Tournament quarterfinals. 


Doug DeVoo 


since the 1960-61 season (.367). 

That was the key. “It starts at the 
defensive end of the court,” said Nee. 

“If we guard the three-point (shot), 
if we take care of the turnover factor 
and we don’t beat ourselves, we have 
a chance because we’re fundamentally 
sound defensively.” 

Hamilton and sophomore Cookie 
Belcher were named to the Big 12 all- 
defensive team, which made Nee 
“really happy. It’s something we 
emphasize,” he said. “We think it’s 
very important. 

“Cookie’s been drawing tough 
(defensive) assignments all year, and 
Venson, with his shot-blocking and 
rebounding, is a force in the middle. I 
think our success is due to that.” 

Junior Troy Piatkowski was named 
to the Big 12 all-bench team. 

“He’s been a great sixth-man for 
us,” Nee said. 

Andy Markowski also has assumed 
an off-the-bench role down the stretch. 
The junior forward started the first 23 
games, then gave way to true fresh- 
man Chad Johnson, who averaged 6.5 
points and 4.2 rebounds during the 
six-game streak. Markowski, like Lue, 
has led by example. 

Lue averaged 24.3 points and shot 
50 percent from the field during the 
streak, and Belcher averaged 12.2 
points and shot 53 percent from the 
field. But everyone in the rotation con- 
tributed. 

With Hamilton on the bench most 
of the first half of the lowa State game, 
true freshman Brant Harriman picked 
up the slack, playing 21 minutes and 
contributing five rebounds. 

The strong finish was a result 
of “one, people accepting roles, 
and two, great leadership,” said 
Nee. “We've had great leader- 
ship from Tyronn, Andy and 
Venson. In the preseason, they 
said this is what they wanted to 
do, and everyone has stuck by 
their guns and done things that 
have to be done. 

“1 don’t think we've gone too 
high on the victories. I don’t 
think we've gone too low on the 
defeats. And I think we have a 
maturity about ourselves, that 
we're going to take it one game 
at a time.” 

One game at a time produced 
six victories to finish the regular 
season. 

It had been nearly 20 years 
since the Cornhuskers had made 
such a run in the conference. ll 


Huskers face Razorbacks 
in NCAA Tourney opener 


After a three-year hiatus, the 
Nebraska men’s basketball team is 
returning to the NCAA Tournament. 
Coach Danny Nee's 20-11 
Cornhuskers earned the No. 11 seed 
in the West Region, after going 1-1 in 
the Big 12 Tournament, and drew No. 
6 seed Arkansas in a first-round game 
at Boise, Idaho. 

The Huskers’ at-large bid conclud- 
ed an up-and-down weekend in 
Kansas City, Mo., on an upswing for 
Nebraska, which defeated Baylor, 65- 
46, in the Big 12 Tournament quarter- 
finals before losing to No. 3-ranked 
Kansas, 91-59. The Jayhawks “beat us 
in every phase of the game,” Nee said 
afterward. 

Kansas got off to a fast start and 
never looked back against the 
Cornhuskers, who hit only 25-of-74 
shots from the field in losing to 
Kansas for the third time this season. 

The loss snapped Nebraska’s 
seven-game winning streak. 

The Jayhawks shot 50 percent 
from the field (36-of-72) and out- 
rebounded Nebraska 53-35. Though 
ailing, Raef LaFrentz scored 19 
points and pulled down 10 rebounds, 
and Paul Pierce contributed 17 
points and seven rebounds. Tyronn 
Lue led Nebraska with 17 points. 

Lue struggled like his teammates, 
however, hitting only 7-of-19 shots 
from the field. 

Lue scored a game-high 22 points 
in the Baylor victory, which was as 
impressive as the Kansas loss was 
disappointing. The Cornhusker 
defense limited Baylor to a season- 
low 26.9 percent shooting from the 
field. The Bears hit on only 14.3 per- 
cent of their shots from three-point 
range. 

Cookie Belcher and Chad 
Johnson each scored 11 points for 
Nebraska. Andy Markowski pulled 
down 10 rebounds and Venson 
Hamilton grabbed nine in Nebraska’s 
seventh consecutive victory. 

“By getting 20 wins and winning 
the first game of this tournament, 
we're going to ‘The Dance,’ " Nee 
said afterward. The 20-victory season 
was Nebraska’s sixth under his direc- 
tion. 

The Cornhuskers last played 
Arkansas in Nee’s first season, defeat- 
ing the Razorbacks, 78-71, in the sec- 
ond round of the National Invitation 
Tournament at the Devaney Sports 
Center. 

Nebraska and Arkansas had split 
two games previously in 1980 and 
1983. 

The NCAA bid was _ the 
Cornhuskers’ sixth, five of them under 
Nee. 
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his was March Madness alright. 
And it left Paul Sanderford feel- 
ing angry, almost speechless. 

“I’m at a loss for words right 
now,” the Nebraska women’s bas- 
ketball coach said after watching 
his team lose an 83-69 decision to 
Oklahoma State March 4 in the quar- 
terfinals of the Big 12 Tournament in 
Kansas City, Mo. 

“I’m disappointed. I thought I had 
our team ready to play. It’s disappoint- 
ing for me because I live for March. 
We just got outplayed today.” 

You want madness? Consider 
Nebraska had beaten Oklahoma State 
by 30 points a little more than a month 
before the teams’ Big 12 matchup. But 
the Cowgirls led the rematch by 23 
points — 32-9 — at the 14-minute 
mark. 

The Cornhuskers never fully recov- 
ered, and the startling reversal sent 
them back to Lincoln, Neb., wondering 
how much the upset would affect their 
status in the eyes of the NCAA 
Tournament selection committee. 

Four days later, Nebraska (22-9) 
learned its fate: It received the eighth 
seed in the East Region and was pitted 
against No. 9 seed New Mexico (26-6) 
in a first-round game at Norfolk, Va. 

Nebraska’s penalty for losing to 
Oklahoma State: With a win in the first 
round, the Cornhuskers’ next foe likely 
would be traditional powerhouse Old 
Dominion, the region’s top seed. 

“I’m just happy to be playing,” 
Sanderford said. 
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The Fruits 


Jon Waller 


Of Their 
Labor 


Huskers earn bid to NCAA Tournament, 
hope to feast on New Mexico in East Region 
By Steve Sipple 


It was more than Oklahoma State 
could say. To Sanderford’s surprise, 
the Cowgirls (19-10) were left out of 
the 64-team NCAA field. The Big 12 
sent three other teams to the Big 
Dance: Texas Tech, Iowa State and 
Kansas. 

Oklahoma State, however, looked 
nothing like an NCAA Tournament 
team Jan. 31 in Lincoln, when it fell 
behind Nebraska early and never 
threatened. 

“We really got embarrassed, and on 
TV at that,” said Oklahoma State 
senior forward Cheri Edwards, refer- 
ring to the game that was broadcast on 
Fox Sports Net. “We were just really 
prepared (for the rematch). We knew 
we could compete with them. 


“I think maybe they underestimated 
us, and that was probably to our 
advantage especially in the first few 
minutes of the game when we got 
ahead.” 

Oklahoma State, seeded fifth in the 
Big 12 Tournament, jumped on fourth- 
seeded Nebraska right away, scoring 
14 unanswered points to lead 27-7 at 
the 9:12 mark. 

“Defensively, we were non-existent 
the first eight to 10 minutes of the 
game,” Sanderford said. 

Nebraska wasn’t much better offen- 
Oklahoma State got revenge 
for its 30-point loss in Lincoln 
by upsetting Nebraska in the 
quarterfinals of the Big 12 
Tournament. 


sively in the first half, except for Anna 
DeForge, who had 12 points, including 
her team’s first nine. Trouble was, 
most of her teammates forgot to show 
up. Take away DeForge’s statistics, 
and the rest of the Huskers were 0-for- 
11 in the first 14:12. 

Naciska Gilmore ended the drought 
when her shot inside the lane hung on 
the rim before falling through. She was 
fouled, and her conventional three- 
point play started a 17-3 surge that 
pulled Nebraska to 35-26 behind at 
halftime. 

The Cornhuskers, though, never got 
closer than five points in the second 
half. Edwards, averaging 11.7 points 
entering the game, helped hold off 
Nebraska by scoring 12 of Oklahoma 
State’s first 16 points, including two 
three-pointers. She finished with 17 
points. 

“I'm irritated with the way we 
played,” Sanderford said. “I’m irritat- 
ed with our leadership, irritated with 
our execution. We stunk it up.” 

Nebraska, ranked 22nd and 25th in 
the final regular-season national polls, 


1997-98 
WOMEN’S HOOP 
SCHEDULE/RESULTS 


Overall Record: 
Conference Recot 


Slavyanka (Exhib) 
Victoria All-Stars (Exhib) 


W, 83-78 
L, 67-82 


vs. Miami (Ohio) 

vs, Alabama 

vs, Western Kentucky 
vs. Connecticut 
Creighton 
CableVision Classic 
vs. Stetson 

vs. Kentucky 

Bradley 

Copper Bowl Classic 
vs. Wichita State 

vs. Arizona 

@ Wisconsin-Green Bay 
@ Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
Wyoming 

Northern Illinois 
Kansas State 

@ Colorado 

@ Kansas (Fox) 
Texas A&M 

@ Kansas State 

@ Baylor 

Texas 

Oklahoma State (Fox) 
Missouri 

@ lowa State 

Kansas 

@ Oklahoma 

@ Missouri 

Colorado (Fox) 

@ Texas Tech 

lowa State 

Big 12 Tournament 
Kansas City, Mo. 

vs. Oklahoma State 


W, 88-54 
W, 74-66 


ended the season 16-0 at home, beating 
22nd- and 24th-ranked Iowa State in 
the season finale on Feb. 28. 

But of the Cornhuskers’ eight losses 
away from home, seven were by mar- 
gins of eight points or more. 

The home victory against the 
Cyclones — who had beaten the 
Cornhuskers 83-69 on Feb. 7 in Ames, 
Iowa — gave Nebraska a share of third 
place in the conference with Kansas at 
11-5. The win also sent the 
Cornhuskers into the league tourna- 
ment with both a first-round bye and a 
relaxed confidence, unlike the previ- 
ous two years, when they desperately 
needed wins in order to land an 
NCAA Tournament at-large invitation. 

Last season, the NCAA Tournament 
selection committee bypassed 


Nebraska after it staggered home with 
eight losses in its final 11 games to fin- 
ish 19-9. The year before, Nebraska 
received an invitation after going 19- 
10, including a first-round win in the 
Big Eight Tournament. 

This season — Sanderford’s first at 
Nebraska after 15 years at Western 
Kentucky — Nebraska matched the 
school record for regular-season wins. 
The Huskers were ranked all season in 
the USA Today coaches’ poll and for all 
but five weeks in The Associated Press 
media poll. 

Nebraska began the season by 
knocking off then-No. 10 Alabama and 
then-No. 16 Western Kentucky in the 
Preseason WNIT, the first time the 
Huskers had ever beaten two straight 
ranked opponents. ll 


sth 
: 


Nebraska Women's Basketball Offic 
¢ 125 Bob Devaney Sports Center Lincoln, NE 68588-0613 « 
Phone: (402) 472-6462 
ee <a 
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Crazier Things 
Have Happened 


The way last weekend went, March Madness may actually give 
the Huskers an edge and a first-round win 


he NCAA Division I Men’s 

Basketball Committee had barely 

finished selecting its 64- 

team field, and Nebraska 

coach Danny Nee had 

already experienced his 
share of March Madness. 

Due to blizzard conditions in 
northeast Missouri and south- 
east Nebraska, the Cornhuskers 
were forced to remain in Kansas 
City, Mo., for nearly two full 
days after they were beaten by 
third-ranked Kansas in the semifinals 
of the Big 12 Conference Tournament. 

Nee had planned to have his team 
over to his house to watch the NCAA 
Tournament selection show. Instead, 
he improvised and invited everyone 
up to his hotel room. 

And when the Cornhuskers learned 
they were headed to Boise, Idaho, to 
play Arkansas in a first-round, West 
Region game, no one seemed to mind 
the cramped quarters. 

“Everybody let out a quick yell, and 
then, I think, started thinking about 
the game and how we'll go about it,” 
said junior point guard Tyronn Lue. 
“That's why I think the team will do 
(well).” 

Nebraska, which won seven 
straight games before the loss to 
Kansas, seemed to be a virtual lock for 
its first NCAA berth since 1994. As it 
turned out, the Cornhuskers were one 
of the last to land a spot in the presti- 
gious event. 

NU, one of 34 at-large entrants, 
received the No. 11 seed in the West. 
Florida State, the No. 12 seed in the 
Midwest, was the only at-large team 
seeded lower than the Cornhuskers. 
The other No. 11 seeds — Washington, 
Miami and Western Michigan — also 
made the Tournament as at-large 
selections, meaning Nebraska was one 
of the final five teams to get the com- 
mittee’s nod. 

“I’m glad we weren’t sitting there 
like Dayton,” said junior forward Troy 
Piatkowski, referring to another 20-11 
team that was bypassed by the com- 
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Curt 
McKeever in proven talent, this seemed 
like a good year for the 
Cornhuskers to step back up to the 
next level. 
After the first week of January, that 


mittee. “Andy (Markowski) and I were 
talking — we'd have really been dev- 
astated. Another NIT appear- 
ance... we needed a different 
postseason experience than the 
NIT.” 

Nebraska had been in the NIT 
the last three seasons, winning 
the consolation event in 1996. 

But with four returning starters 
back to play in a league lacking 


Doug DeVoo 


Nebraska’s scrappy play 

and high RPI rating allowed 
them fo secure one of the final 
at-large bids 


goal looked bleak. Nebraska lost at 
home to Kansas State to fall to 13-10, 
and many said the Cornhuskers 
looked a lot like the last three teams 
that never recovered from midseason 
swoons. 

Instead, this NU team vowed to be 
different. A team meeting clarified 
individual roles — and an attitude that 
the Cornhuskers might end up losing, 
but they wouldn’t end up being out- 
hustled. 

Six games later, Nebraska was 19-10 
and fourth in the league at 10-6. 


Lue, who said before the season he 
thought the Cornhuskers had what it 
took to get to the NCAA Tournament, 
was looking like a prophet. 

That was “probably more hope 
than anything,” he admitted on the 
night of the NCAA Tournament pair- 
ings. “But then the team turned it 
around and started working hard. The 
team was dedicated just to the team, 
and I guess it’s worked out. We're in 
the tournament.” 

Although Nee proclaimed his team 
was NCAA-bound even before it dis- 
mantled fifth-place Baylor in the Big 12 
Tournament quarterfinals, that game 
might have been the one that sealed 
the Cornhuskers’ fate. 

Then again, it would have been 
hard to overlook Nebraska’s wins ear- 
lier in the year against second-place 
Oklahoma State and third-place 
Oklahoma. 

“I don’t think it’s ever a lock, but 
statistically, our numbers fit,” Nee 
said. “Our RPI (power ranking), 10 
wins in the conference, 20 wins fit. If 
that’s not the profile of a team in the 
NCAA...” 

Prior to the CBS pairings show, Lue 
told assistant coach Jimmy Williams he 
feared Nebraska would be overlooked, 
too, because “we don’t get any 
respect.” 

“Tm excited, but I’m not showing 
too much,” he said. “Tt’ll be a big step 
for me because that’s something I’ve 
been wanting for three years now. ” 

The winner of the Arkansas- 
Nebraska game was to play either No. 
3 seed Utah or No. 14 seed San 
Francisco in the second round of the 
NCAA Tournament. 

If Nebraska were to make it that far, 
it would be the first time in school his- 
tory. But considering how March start- 
ed for the Cornhuskers, an NCAA 
Tournament victory doesn’t seem so 
crazy right now. Ml 


Curt McKeever is a sports writer, coverin; 
the University of Nebraska for the Lincoln 
Journal Star. In addition to reporting on foot- 
all he is the primary beat writer for the 
men’s basketball and baseball teams. 


POSTERS 


When Nebraska 
beat Tennessee in 
the Federal 
Express Orange 
Bowl, the Husker 
players and fans 
made their claim to 
the national 
championship with 
the Huskers 
Ilustrated poster that declared “We're No. 
1” and sent legendary coach Tom Osborne 
into retirement on a winning note. Now you 
can show your allegiance to the national co- 
champion Nebraska Cornhuskers by owning 
your own official Huskers IMlustrated 
poster. 


$9.95 + $3.00 S&H 


5, 


THANKS FOR 25 YEARS, COACH 


H Mail order form to: CSC DIRECT ORDER SERVICE 
P.O. Box 803209 e Dallas, Texas 75380 


Ship to: 
Name: 


POSTER 
PLAQUES 


Get the Huskers 
Illustrated poster now avail- 
able on a 15” x 23” laminated 
plaque made of solid birch 
wood. Actual weight is 8 Ibs. 
AVAILABLE FOR ONLY 


$95.00 : $7.00 S&H 


Made in the USA 


The 
©Ff ficicl 
Tom Osborne 25th 
Anniversary Book 


Osborne: A Silver Celebration is a testimonial to the 
dramatic and astounding legacy that Tom Osborne built during 
his 25 years as head coach of the Nebraska Cornhuskers. 
Through recollections of those who 
played for him, coached against him and 
those who simply admire him, this 132- 
page collection provides a fitting tribute 
to Osborne as he entered his 25th and 
final season — a year in which he 
coached victory No. 250 more quickly 
than any coach before him. The only 
officially endorsed book produced to 
commemorate Osborne’s historic 
march can be ordered for 


only $12.95 (plus $4 S&H). 


All orders prepaid only. 


Address: 


City: State: Zip: 


Method of payment (U.S. funds only *) 
(Check payable to CSC Direct Ordering Services) 


Phone: 


Cashier's Check or Money Order[_] Check[_ | 


Qty. | Price | Total 4 
Each Mastercard[] Visa[_] 

Posters — $9.95 + S&H ($3 for 1-5; $6 for 6-10, etc.) Credit Card #: 
Poster Plaque ~ $95.00 + $7 S&H FE 

, z Exp. Date nter all digits that appear on your 
Osborne 25th Anniversary Book ~ $12.95 + $4 S&H p. crenitearel eet catesinverierdiatts 
1997 Championship Issue — $5.95 + $3 S&H 
Huskers Illustrated Subscription — $42.90 (no tax) - 

Sub Total Signature: 
Call toll-free: 1-800-397-3715 S&H (* For international shipping, FAX for quote.) 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (CST) Sub Total All orders shall be fulfilled based on availability of product. 
FAX (24 hours): (972) 851-1753 Sales Tax* Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery 
“Texas residents add 8.25% Sales Tax Total 


lint Finley probably had a 
football in his crib, though 
he can’t remember. 

He was a ball boy and a 
tee boy for his dad, Mickey, 
the football coach at Cuero, 

Texas, High School. “Ever since I could 
walk, I’ve been on the (football) field,” 
Finley said. 

His passion for the sport is undi- 
minished, despite the years of involve- 
ment. 

Finley even intends to follow his 
dad as a football coach when he’s 
finished playing. Coaching has 
been his career goal “pretty much 
all my life,” he said. Football “is 
really important to me.” 

How important? “I wouldn’t 
be this far from home otherwise,” 
he said. 

Finley, a sophomore-to-be and 
the heir apparent to Eric Warfield 
as Nebraska’s starting free safety, 
chose the Cornhuskers because 
they represented college football 
at its highest level. 

His decision to accept a schol- 
arship was based on, well, a schol- 
arship being offered. 

“T knew I'd go there in a heart- 
beat,” said Finley. “It was just a 
dream.” 

His recruiting visit to Nebraska 
was something of a nightmare, 
actually. He didn’t arrive in 
Lincoln until the early-morn- 
ing hours, after a long lay- 
over at Chicago’s O'Hare 
International Airport. 

Turner Gill, Nebraska’s 
quarterbacks coach, had dri- 
ven to Omaha to meet him 
and had to rent a motel room 
because of the delay, Finley said. 

“I didn’t think I was going to get 
there.” 

His recruiting host was Kris 
Brown, against whom he compet- 
ed as a high school sophomore. Brown 
also played quarterback, at Carroll 
High School in Southlake, Texas. 

“Tt was a cold son-of-a-gun when I 
got there,” Finley said. 

He wasn’t accustomed to Nebraska- 
variety cold weather, either. But even 
that wasn’t cause for hesitation when 
the Cornhuskers offered a scholarship. 
“T didn’t make my visits until late,” 
said Finley, who was “really close” to 
going to Alabama. “They needed an 
answer pretty quick.” 

He could accommodate Nebraska 
on that count. All it needed to do was 
offer. 


Finley was the only quarterback 
among the Cornhuskers’ scholarship 
recruits in 1996. And by all accounts, 
he was a good one. The Dallas Morning 
News ranked him among the 10 best in 
the state, and he was the Class 3A 


Player of the Year as a senior, despite 
missing three games because of injury. 
He rushed for 834 yards and passed 
for 1,789 yards and 20 touchdowns 
that season. 
He also was a nationally ranked 
hurdler, with bests of 13.55 seconds in 


the 110 highs and 37.1 seconds in the 
300 intermediates. He had the qualifi- 
cations to be an option quarterback. 

But before the 1996 season began, 
he was moved to free safety. “We just 
thought we wanted him on the field 
somewhere,” former coach Tom 
Osborne said of the position switch. 
“He wasn’t a bad quarterback, but we 
thought the secondary might be where 
he could play the quickest for us.” 

Nebraska needed defensive backs, 
and Finley was willing to move. 

His heart wasn’t set on playing 
quarterback, so “it wasn’t too tough at 


all,” he said. 

During the brief time he practiced 
at quarterback, he missed playing 
defense. 

“Now that I’m on defense, I miss 
(playing) quarterback. But my size 
wasn’t fitting for quarterback,” said 
Finley, who is 5-foot-11 and 200 
pounds. “You have to make some 
compromises.” 

Those who have felt the sting of a hit 
from Finley might question the rele- 
vance of his size. He earned the nick- 
name “cleanup hitter” for his 
lights-out tackles during spring 
practice a year ago, prompting 
Osborne to say: “He’s probably 
the biggest hitter we have in the 
secondary.” 

Finley knocked out fullback 
Josh Cobb and quarterback Monte 
Christo during spring scrim- 
mages, and he delivered the blow 
on which I-back Dan Alexander 
suffered a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament in the Red-White Game. 
Finley doesn’t try to injure peo- 
ple. It just happens sometimes. 

“T've never seen a kid who 
every time he hits somebody 
almost knocks them out,” said 
rush end Chad Kelsay. “Every 
now and then everyone can come 
up with a big hit. But every time 
Clint tackles someone, he knocks 
the crap out of them. He has that 


A sleeper in in the 1996 recruiting 
class, converted quarterback 
Clint Finley has been a knockout 
at free safety 


Good Night 


special knack for really ‘bringing the 
wood,’ ” 

Defensive tackle Jason Peter con- 
curred with Kelsay’s assessment of 
Finley’s force. “It’s like he has a 
switch,” Peter said. “And when he 
turns it on, his motor is running full- 
speed.” 

That's the way Finley was taught to 
play the game, full-speed and physical. 
The big hits take care of themselves. “I 
just try to play the game,” he said. “I 
can’t explain it.” 

One of Kansas State’s massive 
offensive linemen couldn’t explain it 


either, after Finley leveled him with a 
block on Joe Walker’s 71-yard inter- 
ception return for a touchdown last 
season. “Clint dropped this 330-pound 
offensive lineman to his knees,” said 
Kelsay. “It’s amazing what he does.” 

Finley redshirted his first season, 
but because of the concern about depth 
in the secondary, he avoided the scout 
team, practicing instead with the top 
units. He worked his way to second on 
the depth chart last spring, behind 
Warfield, but suffered a dislocated left 
elbow during the second scrimmage in 
the fall and missed the first three 
games — he traveled to Washington 
but didn’t see action. 

He played for the first time against 
Kansas State, and he started against 
Oklahoma because Warfield was ail- 
ing. He also played on the punt and 
kickoff coverage teams. 

He wore a brace on the elbow 
throughout the season, 

Finley is eager for spring practice, 
which offers the prospect of establish- 
ing himself as the No. 1 safety, the 
only position in the secondary without 
a returning starter. “I need to come in 
and have confidence in myself, play 
under control and let the big hits come 
to me,” he said. 
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Autographed Football 
Only a few left, don’t be 
left out! Authentic Tom 
Osborne signature, only 
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- this priceless Husker™ 
memorabilia to your 
collection! 
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Nebraska Collectibles 
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ties, flags, teddy 
bears, posters 
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Thanks for 25 great years Coach Osborne! 
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Expect Things 
To Change Under Solich 


Frank Solich isn’t Tom Osborne, any more than 
the Osborne of 1973 was the Osborne of 1997 


on Turcotte rode Secretariat to 
victory in the 99th Kentucky 
Derby. The Indiana Pacers 
were in the process of 
deteating the Kentucky 
Coionels in the ABA 
championship series. 
The Watergate break-in dom- 
inated the headlines 
A week earlier, President 
Richard Nixon announced that 


of H.R. Hataeman. John 
Ehrlichman, John Dean and Richard 
Kleindienst 
The agate was May 5, 1973, a 
Saturday. A record crowd, estimated 
at 20,000, was attracted to the 50-year- 
old stadium by the Nebraska football 
team’s annual spring intrasquad game. 
People were curious. A new era in 
Cornhusker football was at-hand. 

Bob Devaney had stepped aside 
after 11 seasons, in which his teams 
had won eight conference champi- 
onships and two national champi- 
onships. His hand-picked successor 
was 36-year-old Tom Osborne, who 
had carried the title of assistant head 
coach the previous season. 

George Darlington was the only 
member of the current 
Nebraska staff on the sideline at 
Memorial Stadium that long- 
ago day in May. He coached the 
defensive ends for Osborne. 

For the record, the Red team 
defeated the White team, 35-25, 
that afternoon. 

Tony Davis was the leading 
rusher, with 89 yards and three 
touchdowns on 17 carries. John 
O’Leary rushed for 78 yards 
and scored a touchdown. And 
David Humm, who played for 
the Reds in the first half and the 
Whites in the second, complet- 
ed 13-of-19 passes for 164 yards. 

More significantly, however, 
the game foreshadowed what 
was to come. 

The Reds established Spring 
Game records for rushing yards 
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Mike 
he had accepted the resignations Babcock 


(265) and first downs (33), an indica- 
tion of the type of offense that would 
characterize Osborne’s teams — 
though not immediately. 

There was more emphasis on 


> | | the pass in the early seasons 


» 7 
eh. ae | under 
— 


Osborne. The 
Cornhuskers led the Big Eight in 
passing tn 1974 and again in 
1976, when they averaged only 
219.8 rushing yards. 
Nebraska didn’t average 300 
or more yards rushing per 
game during a season until 1977, when 
it ranked seventh nationally, with an 
average of 302.5 yards. The 
Cornhuskers have rushed for fewer 
than 300 yards per game during a sea- 
son only twice since then, in 1993 
(287.9) and in 1996 (291.9). 

It took Osborne time to recruit for 
and settle on an offensive system with 
which he was comfortable. Even 
though he served as Devaney’s offen- 
sive coordinator, he had his own ideas 
about how the offense should work, 
and he incorporated them once the 


Osborne stepped aside at the 
highest peak of his career, 
making it even more difficult on 
Solich, who will be held to a 


ultimate decision was his. 

The same will be true of Solich, 
who wil) make changes compatible 
with his philosophy. 

The changes won't be dramatic. 
Solich acknowledged that on the day 
he was named to succeed Osborne. “In 
terms o1 style of offense, certainly 
what we've been doing here makes 
sense,” he said. 

“The option game, | think, gives an 
added dimension to any offense. Very 
few teams are able to run a power 
game, run an option game, and yet 
have a very good play-action passing 
game. and do all three phases well. 
I think we've been able to accomplish 
that at Nebraska, to a certain degree. 

“We'll continue to strive to do that. 
So all those phases will enter in (the 
offense)’ 

That doesn’t mean the offense will 
remain static. “In college ball, you face 
so many more defensive fronts, so 
many more situations that will take 
you out of a play being a good play, so 
you need a variety of things in order to 
move the ball. At Nebraska, we oper- 
ate with that in mind,” Solich said. 

“The worst thing as a coach, I 
would think, is to be caught short in a 
game and not have an answer 
for what the defense is doing. If 
you minimize yourself in offen- 
sive approach, that can hap- 
pen.” 

Osborne was in the pressbox 
as Devaney’s assistant, calling 
the plays. Devaney had the 
final say, but, as Osborne often 
noted, the view from above is 
much better than the one on the 
sideline. 

Solich has been in the press- 
box as Osborne’s assistant. 
Now he'll be on the sideline. 

The change will be more than 
symbolic. Solich will do things 
his way, just as Osborne did 
things his way, reshaping the 
program and adding his signa- 
ture to it, beginning 25 years 
ago. 


Baseball 
at Buck Beltzer Field 


April 10 Texas A&M 7 p.m. 
Aprilll Texas A&M 2 p.m. 
April 12 Texas A&M 1 p.m. 
April 17 Oklahoma 7 p.m. 
April 18 Oklahoma 2 p.m. 
April 19 Oklahoma 1 p.m. 
April 21 Texas Tech 3 p.m. (DH) 
April 22 Texas Tech 1 p.m. 


KENNY DUEBELBEIS 


Softball 


at 14th and W Streets 


April4 _lowa State Noon and 2 p.m. 
April 15 Northern Iowa 3 and 5 p.m. 
April 18 Missouri Noon and 2 p.m. 
April 19 Kansas Noon and 2 p.m. 
April 27 Wichita State 5 and 7 p.m. 


ALI VIOLA 


For tickets or more information call 472-3111. Schedule is subject to change. 
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